GOVERNMENT OE INDIA 
ASCHi^OLOClCAL SURVEY OP INDIA 

CENTRAL 

ARCHEOLOGICAL 

LIBRARY 


ACCESSION NO. .aa g is 
CALL No- S. 

















I 


















No. 2 


MAHASTHAN AND ITS ENVIRONS 

(WITH A MAP AND ILLUSTRATIONS) 

BV 

PRABTIAS CHANDRA SEN, B.L 


V A KENDRA RESEARCH SOCIETV, 
Ra,isii&ui, Bbsgal 
August, 1919 . 




22515 


V-R-«. 




l^nUi^hecl bj SdirkAir, Hoti, £?^retAfy, 

VAfnnilm HeiieiLi^li 

Fiinted by Jyotlsh ChAndn Ohoah at the Ciitan Pf«sa 
57p Harnjon Hoodj C»kuttA. 






NOTE. 


This monogi^pli has gro\vu out of a sfioTt paper on ‘ tlie antiq^uity of 
lilahastlian,’ teadi by tbe author, Mr Piabhas Chancita Seui B.L. of Bogra, on 
-22nd. April, 1926, at a Uteror>" oonferenco of the l^ocicty. The delay in its 
pxiblication has enabled Mr. Sen to develop his original theme and add a 
chapter describing Mahasfchan and its environs, mahiog Lis account of this 
famous but little explored site a eomplete and up*to-date one. Written with 
local knowledge and observation, the monograph has further gained in value 
by the addition of appendices, illustrations and a map. The Society is much 
obligeti to Mr. Sen who has helped us to add seme valuable antiquities to our 
museum, for contributing this useful monograph in spite of his engagemeute as a 
busy lawyer and the handicap oE having to carry on his researches in a small 
mofussil town where few archeeological pi historical books are available. With 
only the limited resource of a private itidividvml he has prepared the map 
ivhich tells more eloquently than any words can do, of the archfoological 
importance of the loeslity and the need for its exploration. 

The Society is obliged to the authorities of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
for the loan of their block of the Maliasthan inscription and iiermission to 
print the extracts from their Journal which form appendices II and IV of this 
monograph. 

We are also very glad to acknowledge that the cost of this publication 
has been kindly contributed by the two branches of the zamimkr family of 
Talanda, Rajshalii District, vrh., that of the text by Rai 8ahib Kunjamolian 
Maitra and that of the illustrations by Messrs. Brajendramohan Maitra, M.A., li.L. 
and Gopikulamohan Ufaitra. 
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August, 0^29. 
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MAHASTHAN AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

I. DESC'RIPTIOif. 

The Situation of Mahasthau 

The atehteolfjgical excavatioiw at Paliarpur, begun in 1922 and reaiuned 
aft« a break of two years in 1925, have revealed some remarkable antiquarian 
I'emains. such as a copper plate of the Gupbi period, clay aeala of the Pala period, 
A stone instription pointing to the rule in North Bengal of the Gurjara-Pratihara 
king Maheudrapala of Kanauj, Itesidos the remains of a huge terraced temple, 
ilecorated with terra-cotta plaques and atone sculptnres and of a ty pe of building 
unknown lieEorc iu Indian architecture (touf^on Nem, Jan. *29, 1927, p. IfiO ; 
,1/od^j-j* Tfeiv^ic, April, 1928, p. 502). The north-east corner of the Uajahahi 
District in which Paharpnr is situateil juta into the Bogra and Dinajput Dis¬ 
tricts; luwl for consiileralile dlstaUDes on botli sides of this frontier in all the 
three <listricts, there are numerous sites, from which ancient inscriptions, coins, 
sculptures and other antiquities have l>eenrecovered fcoiu time to time. Roughly 
speaking, this tract extends from Datnodarpur in the north to Dhanaidah in 
the south, a distance of about 109 miles, and from Bangarh m the west to Mahas- 
than in the east, a distance of about 00 miles. 

In this wide tract the ruins of Mahastlian-garh, on the west bank of the 
Karatoya river, some S miles north of Bogra town and some 30 miles east of 
Paharpur, are a prominent landmark. They consist of tlic ruins of a huge 
hirtrcsH, i>r city aljoxit a mile square, with brick mounds, old tanks, high 
embankments and other relics of antiquity clustered rouml them for some miles 
south, west aixd north, as is shown in the accompanying map. 

Its present importance 

The place is still lield sat^red by tlie Hindus and is visited by thousands of 
pilgrims for a bath in the Karatoya at a certain conjunction of the planets, 
known as the Karayapl-yoga, which occurs in the month of Pausha or December 
oiu'e in aljout twelve years. A fair is also lield here every year, on the last 
ilay of the Bengali year, abont the middle of April. 

It is also held sacred by the Muslims, as it contavtus the tomb of tiieir saint, 
^tiltjiii Balkhi, anfl a mtfsque itating from the Mughal time. 


fi!ir Alexantler runniiigUain viKited .Arahustlmn in IIS';!) anti itlGiitifictl it with 
tlie site of PAimdravanUIhaua, the capital city of tlie ant?ieut WcHtli or pKjvrnco 
of that name, frequently mentioned in the records of pre-I^lusUin days. 

The Scope of this Monograph 

I propoue to describe first the principal ruins and antiquities found at Maha- 
Rtlutn-gaTli and the neighbourhood nhich apparentiy formed ite sulmrli in 
oklen d( ys and then discuss such historical data as arc now available along witli 
the question of the identity of the site with Panndravarddhana city. 

The ruins generally stand out as brick mounds, called ‘dvip’ or Mhap’ witli 
some faneifiil names attached to them, and are interspersed with itmunierablo 
tanks which invariably ha^-e a north and south direction and some of which are 
now dried up .Hiid turned into fields. 

Much of the matter presented here was collected by me some years ago 
and then incorporated in my Bengali work, Bmjurar Uiham, publisheil in 1012 
(of wluch a second edition is now in the press). I have now reviseil the old account 
in the light of further studies and brought it up'tO‘date. In this account (a.s 
in my /fj/idsn) 1 have drawn on the cont ributions of my predecessor.^, notably, 
O’Donnell, Beveridge and Cuuningbam. My map is I>as(;d on the licvenue. 
Sun'cy maps in the Bogra Colleetorate ofiire. 


Origin of the Name 

The. e!\rlie,st mention of the name Mahnsthan occurs in verse ,5& of a snial 
Sanskrit work called the Karcdo^-mdhmm^arn ascriWd to Para^iiraina. (se 
Appendix 1). fn this work Paundravarddhanapura and ,MaIiastli5ii are treato^ 
as synonymous terms {verse,s », 24 and 59} and it is sai.l that the place receiver 
the latter name Ifccause of the nineteen specialities with wliich it was endowee 
by ParaSurama (V. 5fl). In this work, SiJ.dvipa (v. 34 ), the Narayani-yog, 
(v. 37) and the i>karida and Govimla shrines (v, 5fi) are mentioned. 

TIlc name next MCiirs in the form of ^Mastangarh’ in a stimid dated !fj«6 H 
= 1685 A.D., re-affij’ining the settlemeut of the service at the shrine of 'ili 
fiyed Sultan .Mahmud Jlahisawar,’ together with the income frem ‘Vlastamjarl 

and the land comprised within the Iiend of the river,’ on certain persons fse. 
Appendix II). I 

The historical siguifiemuc of these two records will U discu3se<l later. 
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The Garh 

The ruins of the garh are ctescrihed by O’Donuoll 1875, p. 188), 

Beveridge {J.A.HM., 1878, p. at)) and Cnnumgham (.IrcAafofogtcal Surveif Beporl, 
Vol. XV, 187»-80, p. 104). 

From the District Gazetteer of Bogra wc learn that the late Hr. Umesh Chandra 
Batabyal, who was the Collector from 1804 to 1890, left aii account of the garh 
in the Colleetorate office, and that an exploration of the site with excavations 
was earrieri out by the District Fagincer, Mr. Xandi, in 1007. 

The ruins consist of a nearly oblong terrace, abovit 15 ft. in general elevation 
above the coimtry, surrounded Ijy brick ramparts, with comer bastions, (see 
Pig. 1). The terrace Ls about 5000 ft. in length from north to south, and 
4000 ft, in lireadth. and bs studdetl with isolated inounds. It appears to have 
been originally protected on the cast by the river Karatoya and on the other 
three siis by a moat, the remains of which are still visible. The moat oti the 
south is now known as the Earanasi khal, that on the west as the Giiatala khal, 
and that on the north as the Kalidaha sOgar, the last being an off-shoot of an 
extensive bil of that name. 


Entrances to the Garh 

The rampart Iwing dilapuiated, the preaeat entrances are mere openings in 
it. The main one is on the west and ia known as the Tamradvfim, or 'Copper 
gate.' There is another entrance of probably a later date on this side, south of 
the Tnmradvara, through which the pre.sent roarl te Biliar passes. 

On the east side there are at present three eutraiu.'CB, tJir." 

(1) A flight of stairs at the south-etist corner leading to Sluih i^iiltau's .sfirine 
and the mosque, apparently built in. Muhammiulau times, 

(2) The ‘Dorab J^hah gate,’ a little north of it and connected with a brick- 
paved road which passes tlirough the W'est rampart towards Bihar. 

(3) An owning further north, leading out to 'Biladevir gliHt' on the 
Karatoya. 

On the north side there are two ojjeningJi, one called ‘Bauatan saheWr gali’ 
leading out to Govinda dhap and Pathaighata on the Karatoya river, and the 
other to Ghagarduar village across the Kid id aha hd. 

On the south side the entrance is known as ‘Burir darwaaa.' which leads to 
the Barauasi KltiiL 
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Hoads in the Garh 

There is at present one regiilar path in the fort, that whicli leads westwards 
from the Porab Shah gate anfl goes on to Bihar village. A branch from it runs 
northwairls for a short distance and then bifurcates, one atm goiiig westwards 
to the Taniradvara and the other eastwards to ftiUldcvir gliat. A network of 
roads connects the garh mth the conutr)' around. 

Mosque of Farrukh Siyar’s time 

From the few stone scidptures that have been found so far, the surface of the 
garh appears to consist of the ruins of Hindu or BiuldlilEt structures, except 
at tlie south-east comer which was snl>aequ«jtly occupied aiul built over 
by the Muslims. Coming up by the steps at this corner we pass by a tomb vvhicJi 
i.s called Ilaipaler .samadhi, and reacli the top where there is a number of 
tombs of the liTuslim zemindars of Selbarsa Pargaua, and of the hharlims of the 
mosque. West of these tombs there k a small mo.sque with a single elegant 
dome surmounted by a pinnacle of glazefl terra-cotta. There are similar }mt 
smaller pinimclcs in the parapet. 

Over the entrance there is a rectangular tablet of black stone bearing an 
inscription in Persian which gives the date of the mosque as iiso H. corres¬ 
ponding to A.D. I^IS, the year 7 of Famikh Siyar’s reign, (see Appendix 
Iff). The tablet measures 18” X 0". 

Shah Sultan Balkhi's dargah. 

Xorth-east of the mosque is the enclosure containing tlie tomb of the saint. 
The two stone jambs of the entrance are carved in a H indu style and are inscrilied 
with the words ‘Sri Narasiihhaflasasya’ (or the gift of Xarasiiiihiidasa) in Bengali 
characters of tlie J7th centnrt’. The name has not yet Iwen identified. The 
tomb itself is a large-sized white-washed mound situated in the centre of the 
yard with no Home over it. N'ear the quarlrangle there is a white-waahed rect 
angular masoniy platform which is said to mark tlw site where the saint offered 
his first prayer. Outside the entrance is a large circular gaurlpatta' of black 
stone, with the usual spout but without the Ihigam. From this ,and other 
stones (mostly black basalt) which occur here, the site appears to have been 
occupied by a Hinrlu temple, liefore the ituslim shrine was built. 

The Legend of Shah Sultan and SiladevT, 

The current legem! of the overthrow of the Hindu rule at .\fahasthan bv 
the Muslims is thus narrated by O’Donnell {J.A.S.B., 1875, p. 18,‘)) 

'Mulmsthau l>ec me a .<;eat. of orthodox Hinduism, and the worship of Siva 
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was celebrated with mucli fervour. Within a radius of a uiile, a hvindred thou¬ 
sand HAgas are said to have been set up in honour of that gwL About the end 
of the thirteenth centun’, accordii^ to the most geiiorally accepted traditioiui, 
^fahasthan was the capital of a minor Kshatriya prince, uanie^l Parasurflma. 
At that time the ^luhaiimradans bad conquered Gaiir, and driven the last Hindu 
dynasty out of Nadiya, and their arms were beginning to puahe^l to Eastern 
Bengal, It was then that a humble fakir or religions mendicant .appeared 
before Parafiurama, and begged lor as much ground as he might cover with his 
cMmra, or skin, kneeling on which he might say his prayers. The Hindu prince 
granterl his request, and the fakir, turning towards the west, Ijcgan to pray. 
Scarcely had he done so when the skin l^egan to expand, anti before he ha<l done, 
it covered nearly tlic whole principality. Para^urilma called his troops togetlxer 
mifl attacked the fakir, but to no purpose, as he and tliey i>eri.Hhed in the battle. 
ParaSurikiim had one daughter, the Iwautiful Sila Devi, whom the conqueror, 
who liore the name of f^hali Sultan Haamt Anliya. nun- claimed as Ida prize. 
The Hindu princess pretenriiug accept her late, fouutl an opportunity of 
stabbing Idm, and then threw herself into the Karatoya. A steep part of the 
bank, where there is no^y a flight of stairs, still liears the name of Sila Devi s 
Ghat, and ill Uiiidu h>nnns the favourite name for JIahasthan Is 'Sila Dvipa’ or 
the Fsland of Sila. The word 'islatur draws attention to a change which has 
taken place in the river Karatoya. It at one time divided into two branches 
near Idaha-sthan. reuniting again alxmt s mile north of the present town of 
Bagura. The western liranch is now the little stream Snbil. 

The ‘Jiyat-kiimV web near ParasurSmer Bari figures in this legoml. Tt 
is said that the water of that well resusciated the fallen soldiers of ParasurSma 
until it was pollutecl by the Muslim invaders . The story was put in verso n bout 
IS&O bv the late Mr. Taylor of the Bogra District Bosrd. A siniLlar story 
is current in connection irith the Muslim conquest of Paiulua, near Hugli. 
{Proc, A. <*?. li; P?* itnd of some other ancient cities, eg., Paithan 

OH the Godavari. 

The legend is narrated in a latter day Bengali ballaii named Stdffin HaMi 
published in 1585 B.rt. ( -ISfll A.D.), in which with some puzzling historical 
details it is staterl that Shah Sultan hailed from Balkh in Central Asia and came 
to Parasurilma'a court at Mahasthaii from the court of Nawab Shflista Khan 
at Hisya Siuidvipa. 

The bnlbid will Iw discussed later along with evidence of a more reJUble 
character fiiTnisherl by the W of lG8o granting Mahastlian village for the 
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iMjrvicp of tho skriue (AppoiifUx IT).%?}(! the ostablislimcnt about the fl*nie time 
of a .Muhaumflai^ Kammflari in Sclbarsa, in wliicir tho jthpti) of ^faIlAsfilan 
subaequentlj- inei^etl. The Selbarsa zamiiulars are Htill tlie jnutwalis of the 
s fine, tlioiigh they are now .split up into three brandies, viz. the C'iiaudhuris 
of Kundgrau), the t'lumdhtirif; of Sibgan], and the Khan-Panis of Knratia in 
^Tyraonsing District (repreaentiug the Paikar tfranch). 


Finds of Pathan Coins at Mahasthan 

Tliough from the above os well as other evidence it appends that Ifirslim 
predonimance wos not established at Mahasthan till about the end of tlie Muglial 

ruk the fwinsfoinnl In the garh itself fand recently in the (lovinda mound close 
to It) all lielong to an earlier iwrio.1 vh. the Pathan. Tlie earliest of these is a 
silver com of .Sliamsuddin Ilyas Shah {AA). ia39*5S) which was foiuid in 1874 
along with a number of coins of Mahmud Shah I (1442.1459) (see Appendix fVl 

In 1879, Cunningham found one coin of Jalabiddin -Muhammad (UlS.U'iii 
ana two of Mahmud I, " ^ 

Regardmg the first find, Mr. Beveridge notes {J.A.S.B. 1878, p. 95); — 

‘fn 1874, a pot of old rupees ivas foumi in the village of Mahasthan hv a 
fl murer w-ho was digging a ditch m a pan garden. The owners of the pan garden 
wrested the coins from Jum, and were convicted, rather harshly [ think of 
robliery and sentenced to six months^ bnprisoTunent. (hi appeal, tlieir sentence 

by Major llonio an.l were afterwimls sent to t he Asiatic Socbt7. One coin a m 
yn^ in the Magistrate’s Milkhanah, am) has iieen sent liy me to Profesor 
II. BlochinaniL I have also sent .loan tao other silver coins ahich are saM to 
tave keen fonn,i at MaWlian.’ a iootnote, Beveridge add,, The three 
silver co^ a»-(l) a silver taAkrd. of Sh«ii«.„d,lm Ilyas Shah o B=i J^ 
piihlishinl by Thomas m his ‘/loWnl Colmge of Ilengol.' ^ ' 

'(J) Aailver taiikih,straekin88!> H, by Jlahniu,! Shah 1. of Bengal as 

%ir^ inthi,d„„„,ef. for ,*75, PI. XI. X„. 7. Tlie reverse is the same as in 

^os. 5 and 8 but the reading is still doubtful ’ 

Regarding a later find C’nnningham notes {A S R XV n 11 -i ‘r i 
obtained three of the^ rupees feiimi i„ Mahasthan. One'of tiiL h^longed “ 
Jalaliuldm Muhammad, and the other two to Mahmud I. One of then 
in A. H. 84., ami the other in A. TI, 848. The first coin is or<W 
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Aft^r some fifty yeais, a few nioie coiiis of Ilyas iSliali mid .^lalimitd Shall 
Iiavo been found close to Mahasthan. in the course of the recent excavation of 
the Govinda mound, by the ATchceological Department. 

Khudar-pathar Dhup 

About 200 yards to the north-west of the dargah is a mound which is nanietl 
after an enorurons door-sill of granite stone whic h lies on it. The stone measures 
about 10' X 2^'x 3^' ami has a floral design on it-s face, while the top k recessed 
and provided with two socket holes for the door shutters, 0 ft. apart. According 
to the Gazeiker, all round this stone excavations were made in 1907 to a depth 
of 5 ft. when a stone pavement was reivcheil. During this excavation several 
carved stones were obtained, one of which measuring 2* 3" by 8" by 7" (h^ig. 4) 
ia iu)vv in the .^luseum at Eiajshalu. ft contains 'three seated Buddlia figures 
ill a line, of which the middle one is in the meditative pose and those on the two 
sides in the earth-touching pose. Each figure is placed within an arched niche. 
At the left end is a devotee seated with folrled hands,' ( Annual Report 
1026-27, Museum Notes, p. 2). This points to the temple being Buddhistic, 
though Cunningham (d.*?./?,, XV, p. t05) classed the 'massive door sill’ as that 
'of a Hindu temple.' 

Mlnkhalir Ohap and Kund 

About 400 ft. further north is another mound with a hmd or deep pit lying 
at its foot. From tliis mound Cunniiigliaui obtained 'a considerable number of 
carved bricks, such as are always found in the ruins of temples, and which still 
exist m stiw in the fine brick temple of Bhitargaon. Tliere were moiddings of 
cornices of many varieties, portions of undulated eaves, and of anialaka fruits of 
pinnacles of a temple.' flo got also ‘twelve square terra-cotta alto-relievos, and 
one stiaU pilaster or baluster, which formed the upright of two of these panels 
of a loi^ frieze,' They were all of coarse workmanship and of soft re<,l brick, 
but of much variety in tlie designs—includmg men in various positions, a wheel, 
a ram, a bull, a tiger, a caparisoned horse, a parrot, an unknown bird, a lion 
sitting to front, a circular lotus flo’wer. Along with these he obtained ‘two old 
bronze figures of Gapesa ami Qariida, and a fragment of blue stone pedestal 
with the end of an inscription in inediecval Xilgarl characters reading ndt/rofitJm' 
(Cunningham, loc. ck., pp. 106, 108-9, I’l. xxxi). 

ComiinghAiu derived the name of the mound from a 'Raja Man Suigli’ who 
wasauid to have proceiled'Rfija Farasurfima.' ifkime persons suggest that the 


iuau]i(i is tiAtiicil after the Muslitii Muiikiilia of Glioragliat, wlio were suck a powdt 
in Nortli Bengal at the close of the Pat him rule, (Blochiiiaiui. 

A more probable derivation of the name is from the Jaiita apostle Closhala who 
was called MSmkhali-piitra (Indian Hiifhriml Quarterli/, June, 1S27, p. 23ti). 
Ill J U12.1 collected at this luouiwl the torso of a crude and unfinished Jaina image, 
which Cuunigham also appeiira to have noticed and which is now in the Muaoutn 
at Hajshahi, and the prex^alenee of the Jabia faith at Pauu^lravarddhana is 
attested by the as well as iliiien Tsang’s Tfuv^'S. 

The Mahasthan Sanskrit Inscription 
East of the jiiound and outside the fort-wall there is a tank (Fig. t) lu re- 
excavating which in 1919, a fragment of a stone inscTiptioii was found, which 
is now in the Museum at Xlajahahi (Fig, 7). A great part of the inscription includ¬ 
ing its <late aiwl the name of its original site is luissir^. The script is of the 
ninth century A.D. 

All that we leant from tlie remnant are the mtiiies of some members of a 
Nandi family, one of whoni is said to have attained prosperity at Gopagriha, 
which may possibly be identified adth the present village of Gokul, 

The fragment was first published by me in the Bengali monthly B/iayatamrsJta, 
Sravan, 1326 B.S, and later by Mr. Haridas Mltra InJ.A.SJJ,, 1922, pp. 439 etseq, 

Parasuramer BSri 

This mound is situated some fiOb ft, north of Milukiali dhiip, with the ‘ Jivat- 
kund' or ‘Well of Life' near it. According to the 6'ozeKcer, p. 157, two rooms 
of modem date wore found inside the mound in the excavations of J 907, 

The ‘Jiyat-kund’ well has a diameter of 14 ft. at the top, dimmishing on 
account of offsets as it goes deeper, ‘The descent to the water was made by 
isolated stones projecting from tlie wall.' Near it lies a huge granite stone 
carved with the ‘elephant trunk’ design probably of the Gupta age, 

Batraglr Dhup 

This mound is sitiiatocl at some distance north of Parasuriiiner ban and 
not far from the nortlieTu rampart wall. Recent excavatitins (made here bv the 
Archaeological department) have revealed the remains of a group of brick-built 
temples, in <mfi of which two massive stone pilasters of the Gupta age were ap¬ 
parently usetl afterwards to form a drain, and in another, a little south-enst 
of the former, waS’foiind a juaasive atone jiillar pnihahly of the Piila age. 
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Nar^simher Dh3p 

A little to the north-east and close to the rampart there is an elevated ground, 
with this name. The inscriptions on the door-jamhs of Shah Sultan's dargah 
may possibly have beerx connected with it, 

Siladevir Ghat 

This ghat is situated some 200 yards east of the garh, opposite the Bairitgtr 
dhftp, and on. the Kara toy a river. Cunningham, following O’Donnell, placed 
this ghat higher up the gtream, near the Govinda mound. But this is contrarv 
to the opinion of the Hindus, who always resort to the lower site for their Pansha- 
Xarayaoi bath. 

As O’Donnell hints and Beveridge clearly puts it, ‘the legend of the Iwautiful 
$ila Devi has its origin in a mispronunciation. The origimil name of the place 
is Siladvrip' 1878, p. !)!}. That this is so is evident from verses 37 

and 30 of the Karatoyd'mahahmfam and the &ftiika}fa or vow for the PauBha* 
N^ilrilyaiji bath, which are said to be prescriljed in the of 

Viicliaspati Miwa : — 

?rf? : i Wpit \\ 

# ^ ^ ^ jTfftf ^wprTrf'nsriT- 

fa^%^^?T**i^rrar; tn?nwf^*TTwnT# ^rsf 917 t 

That is, !?ilsdvipa is the place for the hath at the Narayani-yoga or the 
conjunction of the Sun in the Dhanu rd^fi (Archer) with the >foon in the Amhvasya 
tithi and the -Mulil naiiifliaira on a Monday. 

The name Sil5-dvipa was probably derived from the ‘hundred thousand* 
S^iva H^gas which, as Q’Doiiuell observes, were said to have been set up within 
‘a radiu-s of a mile,’ at Mahasthan {J.A.Sji, 1875, p. 185). V. 16 of the 
Karatoga-mnldtmgam refers to this in the words — A'o/(-idd-A>i-pf!. 

Skander Dhilp 

This mound stands in nwiKS'i Baghopara about two miles south of ilfahasthan- 
garh and east of the road from Bogiutown. It probably marks the site of the 
«Skanda teniple Tcferre<l to in the ffaro/oyo-miiAdfmyam as on© of the limits 
of the sacred ground of Mahasthan, the temple of Kartikeva of Paupijra- 
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vardtlhana city mentionerl in the mjatmanffim. iml the Bkanda-nftgaTa of the 
RamdchsriUtfn (lUi Si)- 

Gokul 

BetT^een Skander dhap and Maliasthaix-gaTh lies the village of Gokul which 
may be identified with Gopagriha of the Mahaathan imscriptiou rnentioned hefo^. 
ThrouEh it a TOnd leads westwards joiniog the Khetlal road at Chandma hat. 
There are several mounds and tanka in this village point-mg to its ancient im- 
nortance The U’o bigger mounds are now-a-days connected mth the legend 
of Manasa (as related in the local ballad of and called respectively 

‘Lakhindarer Merh’ and ‘Netai Dhopani Pat.' The Jferli (Fig. 5), which still 
retains a great height, appears to have lieen surrounded by cells armuged m 
terraecs. On the top of the mound there ate the remains of a floor. 

RSmsahar 

South and west of Gokul is the village of Ramsahar in which there is a low 
mound called KliSriiiSr. 


Falilsbari 

West of Golml and touching the south-west corner of the garh. is the village 
of Palasbari. Ftom the numlwr of old tanks and other ruins as well as its proxi- 

mity to Mahasthangarh, the place may very well be identified with Palasaviiu- 
daka, from which the Damodarpur copper-plate of Budlmgupta’s time Ls pur¬ 
ported to have been issued {Ep. Ind^, XP, p. 136), 

Chandnia-Haripur 

Proceeding west along the road and crossing the dried up Ato uala, we enter 

theeastemarmofHaripur village, in which there is a big mound, calletlDhan- 

vantari (referring no doubt to the ManasS legend). Tn the western arm of the 
village, lying vrest of the h&i and the Bogra-Khetlal road, is an elevated ground, 
which extends westwards into Rojakpur. It contains several mounds now called 
RiSstalft, Shashthitala etc. The elevated ground borders on the iloinrai bil 
Borne people connect the name of the village with Hari who, according to the 
helped the Kaivartta chief Bhima in his struggle with Hamap5la. 

Saralpur and Atovala 

Between the two arms of Haripur is the village of Baralpur, the eastern 
section of which bordering on the Ato is called AtovalS. In this section there 
is a small moiuul which is coiisifierably encToaclied upon by fiekls on its north. 
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llere probsiljly once stood a tejuple of nmicb li>eftuty and importance, as in it's 
neighbonrhood have been found a fine gilt bion^e im,age of ManjttSri ol about the 
uth century A.D. (T'ig. 2, also Jhumu? Report, T'.iJ. Societt/, 1926*27, Notes, p. 5; 
and 1928-29, p, 19) and an iiigcniously perfoTated terracotta moulding for a 
comice {Annual Reporif T.J2. Society, 1928-29, p. 20). Tt is said that untilroceiitly 
a road could be traced connecting this mound with Mahastlian-garh. Another 
bronze image of a Bodhisatfcva from near aljout JIabftsthan is now in the Museum 
at Bajshahi (Fig. 3 ; also Annual Bcjiorf, F. J2. Society, 1927-28, Notes, p. 4), 
Besides the Balai dJiap there are other mounds in Saralpur village, c-fj-, 
Dalu-majhiT hhitH, between the road and the bil near Chandnia hSt. 


Bantanpara 

About half a mile north of Balai dhap, at the south end of EamaupaTu, 
village near the point where its boundary meets those of the Atovala (baialpitr) 
and Palasbari villages, there is a considerable mound called KanSi dhAp. Ho- 
ccntly a school house has been erected on its top, and in digging for earth for it 
some granite blocks have been exposed to view'. 

A rotul from Maliasthan passes through Bainanpara westwards to 
ITiikmiipnr where it meets the Teghar-Bihar road, BamanpSra is beizig 
linked up southwards, through Baralpur, with the Khetlal road and uorth- 
w^ards, through C^ingaspur, with the Sikandrabad-Bihar road, which ia being 
extended eastwards to meet the Sibganj road in GhagarduSr village. 

It was in Bamaupara that about the year 1862 a number of gold coins was 
found, out of which Hr. Beveridge obtained two, which he forwarded to the 
Asiatic Society in Calcutta for identification {J,A,S.B.j 1878, p. 95}. They 
were both Gupta coins, one of ('handragupta IT and the other of Kum5ragupta 
(Cunningham, A.S:R. XV, p, lid). 

Three more coins of Chandragupta II obtained from Damai, a village under 
police .statioii Kuhloo and 8 miles south-west of Mahiisthan, are in the Museum 
at Eajshahi {Annual Report, F. R. Society, 1927-28, List of coins, p. 3), 

Mathura 

Fast of Buinanpara and extending up to the garh on the east and the 
Kiilidaha bil on the north, is the village of MathurS, in which there are several 
tanks, and on a ridge overlooking the Gilatala moat, two mounds called 
Para sura mer £>abliabfiti and Yo^r Dhap. 
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Rojakpur 

Pi'ocH'eiliiig wostwrtTcl along tlio roail fmin Gokul to HaTipur, we pafis Into 
the western arm of the latter village, already referred to, and meet the Bogra- 
KhetUl road near the ChSndiUii kab. West of liar ip nr and south of the Sonar 6i 
hil is the village of Rojalqjur, into wkieh, as already stated, the elevated grouutl 
from Chandnia hat extends. On this ground are two mounds railed respectively 
Chandbhitft (probably refering to the Manas 1 legend) and Dlianbhaudar. A 
little further west is another mound called SihghinSith Dhap. 

Daghahali 

West of Rojakpur, on the soutli-west end of the hil, in the village of 
Baghahali, there ia a big mound called 'SSlban Rujar tachari,’ while about 
a mile and a half south-west of it, in the village of Arora (as will be iJescriliei,! 
later), there ia a big mound called ‘S^albati RfijfiT bari.* The identity of this 
8ialban will be discussed in connection with the latter ruins. 

Yoglr-bhavan 

South west of Baghahali (beyond C'hak Bari^para) and some 3 miles west of 
the Khetlal rood is a settlement of the Xiltha sect of l^vivasaunyasis, known 
as Yo^-bhavan, forming the eastern section of jirora village, .\n account of 
this settlement is given by Beveridge, J.A.8.B., 1878, p. 94. It occupies about 
80 bigJtas of land and forms the headquarters of the sect, of which there are 
branches at Yo^gophS and Gorakh-kui, both in the Dinajpur District, the 
former in its south-west part some 5 miles we.st of Palisirpur, 1875, 

p. 189, and the latter in its north-\vest part some 4 miles west of Xckmatdan. 

The mantra of the sect is as follows:— 

t I I «sr*trsr eiwf < 

l f S!^5t1!r% ^TTIT oth II 

The origin of the sect is referred to by MM. Haraprasad Mastrl (Rdniuc/inriiom 
p, 12) thus 

*A class of men who attained suttesB in their austerities and yoga-practices 
were regarded as auperhiiman beings or Xathas. They were objects of veneration 
and they had a large number of disciples. Adinfitha, Matsyendranatha, Jlina- 
natha and others stuck to their Buddhisnn But Gorakshaniltha, who was 



oTigiiitklly a Buddliist uudor the lULiue Baniaiiuvajrjv, became a aud wiih 

Jiated by the Buddhists as a renegade. Tliese introduced a form of secret aiul 
mystic worship, which, with political changes in eastern India, brought about 
the downfall of Buddhism in this country.’ 

The shrines at YTogir-bhavan are situated in the south-west corner of au cu- 
closure or math. One of them called Dhariuma-dungi, bears a brick inscription, 
reading sarwa-siddha sana 1148 Brl Suphula .... {the year = 1741 A-D.). In 
front of it is another shrine called ‘Uadighar,’ where a fire is kept burning at all 
hours. 

Outside the enclosure are four temples, dedicated respectively to KaUbliai- 
rava, Sarvamangala Durga, aud GorakshanUtha. The Kalabhairava temple 
contuLos a ^iva Uhga and bears a brick inscription reading Rdtnasiddha, 
sa/m 1173 sfflhr (= 1760 A.D.) dtfVJtU: Sri Jaifaudtha yara-N&rdt/ai^a. The Ssarva- 
uiaugalS. temple contains three images of Ibira-Gauri, one of MaUishamardinl, 
a fragiuent of an .4shbi-iuat-fika slab, a fragment of a tliree-faceil female figure 
probably Uslmishavijaya (SadkatiamdUi, ILpl. XIV) aud a four-armed female 
figure plajdng on a vbid (evidently Sarasvati, hut worshippeil here as Sarva- 
mabgala). Over the entrance is a brick inscription reading I0S9 Mefter Ndtha 
saditkti irl Abliimina Mehetara (the yeaT=ltt8l A.D,). In the Durga temple 
is a atone image of C'iUlmunda, aiul in tlie GoTakahaiiatlia one, a Siva tuigu. 
There are three brick built mmadhis near the latter temple. 

There are several tanks, ot which the FhuUlIghi and the Dailliisugar lying 
south arc the largest, 

Arorii 

South-west of the Dadliisagar and standing on the Masundfghi, in ,4roril 
village, is 8ulvan Bajjir bilri referred to under Bilghahali. This f^ulvan may 
possibly be the same as king 8slav&han, son of 8alula-deva of the Chamba 
mscriiJtion who won the title of Kari-ghata-varsha ( = Kunjara-ghata-varsha ?) 
(K. C. MajunnUr, ‘Vangc Kuinbojadhikara,’ Ohaitra, 1330 B,»S. p. 

251, iwd. XVM. pp. 7-13), Beveridge refers to this mouud in 

1878, p, 95, 

This name of 8ahito seems to occur again in StlkilMityu UiUhmm in v, 10 
of the yillmpuT iustTiption {Ep. Ind,, XI11, p, 291), 

If this identibeat ion is correct , then the word Kufijtirayhtiidmrsherm in the 
Bangath atone inscription {Gawlti-rdja-ituild^ p. 35) is really the title or ciVMdAw 
of the Gaudapati of the Kan dad a family aiul not the date of the inscription. 
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Teghar 

KortJi of CiiHwIiua hat the road skirts tJie bit aud comes to Tegbir village 
which juts out into the hiL Xear about lierc are several moiruds, such as Nata- 
patii dhap^ Kacher aflgiiia (or glazed courtyard, a term applied to mauy rubis in 
these parts) etc. The biggest of these mounds, ilaugal-uiither dhap, (Fig. 0) 
ia situated close to the point, from which a road branches off to Bihar. It is 
said that terra-cotta plaques as well as stone images were found at this site, 
but were alt consigned to the neighbouring dJghi. 

Bihar and Bhiisu-BihSf 

Following the road from Teghar and passing through Hukmapur, where the 
road from MaUastlian meets it, and crossing the KSigar river, %ve came to the 
village of Bihar, where there is a katcharj of the Kundgram Chaiulhurls of 
Bogra, who along with the t'haudhuris of 8ibganj and the Khan Fanis of 
Karatia are mutwalis of the Mahasthangarh shrine. Here, near the river 
bant, is a mound, where the monastery which has given its niinie to the 
village probably stoocL Tfiere is a road from Bihar to Sikandrab^, which ia 
being extended to Ghagardiiilr on tlie 8ibganj road. 

About a mile north, are the ruins known as Bhiisii-Bihar, consist big of two 
extensive mounds close together ,with a smaller mound ii little to their west. 
Cunningham, who visited the ruins in 1879, identified tlieui as tliose of the Po- 
shi^po monastery and its neigh Imuring monuments described by Hiueu Tsang 
(J.S.fi., XV, p. 103). This will be discussed later. 

Bhlmer Jungal 

This weU‘kno\m embankment starts froni the north-east comer of Bogra 
town and proceeds northwards for about .30 miles to a marshy place called 
Danuikclaher fid, under police station t4oviudagauJ (Rangpur District), anil, 
it is said, goes on to (rhoraghat. It is made of the red earth of the locality 
and retains at places even now a height of 20 feet above the level of the countiv'. 

Tliero is a break in it of over three miles from DnulatpuT (north west of 
Mahasthan-garh) to Ilazradlghi (south-w^est of it). About a mile south of 
Hazradighi, the stream iSubil approaches the jangal and runs alongside it down 
to Bogra town. 

Some people think that tlie Sulul is a moat fimiied by digging the earth 
for the jahgal, but as there is no embaukiiient on tlie northern reach of the 4 
bubil (now called the Ato nala, which merges in the KalMaha fid, north of ilahoa- 
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tkan-gaih), O’Donnell was probably right in sayv7\g tliat the Subil repTeaents the 
western of the two branches into whicli the Karatoya divided above 
Mahasthan. 

On the Bogra-HiiKradTghL section of the jangSl, there arc two cross 
embanlonentB running down to the Karatoya, about 3 luiJea and ■+ miles 
respectively north of Bogra town, and there is a <liagoruil embankment 
connecting these cross bunds and then running aloi\g the Karatoya until it 
meets the main embankment near Bogra. 

This jahgal or embankment appears to have beau of a military character, 
thrown up to protect the country on its east. The break near Maliasthan may 
Ire due to the embankment having been washed away or to the existence of 
natural protection by the hil. 

The Bhima to whom the embankment is ascribed may be the Kaivarta 
chief of the eleventh century, who, according to the RmiiGcfMrUnMf ruled over 
Varendra in succe,ssioiito hia fatlver Budraka and uncle Divyoka, who had ousted 
king Jlaliipala II of tlie Pilla dynasty. Bluma in his turn was defeated in battle 
and killed by Ramapnia, Mahiprda’s son. 

Govinda Dhilp 

TJigher up the Karatoya and separated from the north-eastern comer of the 
garli by the road, stands this mound, which accordiTig to the KaratOffd-maJidt- 
myatn marks a limit of the sacred ground of ^fahasthau. Acconling to the 
Gazetteer, pp. 138-59, at the foot of the mound on its northern side and facing 
the river, there was a long stone wall subnierged under water, which was examined 
ii\ 1907 by making excavations all roimd it. It w*as then foniid that the wall 
w'as semicLrcular in shape, evidently built to protect the buildings on the mound 
from erosion by the Karatoya, and that there was a ghat quite separate from it 
on the east side. The wall was some 130 feet long and 4 feet high. The wall 
and the ghat were washed away by the Nortli Bengal flood of 1922. 

The river side lielovv the mouiui was strewTi over, before the flood, with 
blocks of stone, some of them l>eautifully carved, and it is still called Piithar- 
ghiita. 

Tlie recent exca^’ation of the mound by the Archseoiogical Department has 
revealed the remains of two terraced temples of considerable size and antiquity 
and at one spot » few coiius of tlyas Shah and Mahmud Sliah, Pathan nil era of 
Bengal, in the 14th and isth centuries. 
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Ghugarduar 

North of the garh, oa the Sibganj load, ia the village of Ghfigaiduilr, 
which contains a mimber of old tanks, but few mounds of note. 

Chinguspur 

North-west of the garb across the KAlidaha 6j7, and south-west of 
GhagardnAr, is the large village of C'hingaapuT. Through its middle a road is 
being made Tutming northwards through 8ikandrabad to Ghagarduar on the 
Sibganj roa<i and soiithw^ards through BAmanpArA and Saralpur to ChAndniA 
hut on the Khetlal road. In the eastern part of Chingaapur village bordering 
on tlie Kalidalm bU are several mounds,—^Dhanjker dhap, MuilArigarh, 
Padmn-bati and Vishamardan. (See J.A.S.B.^ 1878 p. 94.) 

Palibari 

West of ChingAspur is the small, low-lying village of PalibAri which contains 
a Vishijn temple, of modem age. 

Dhanmohani 

West of PalibAri, stretching along the north boundary of >SitralpnT, is the 
village of Dhanmohaui which is not known to contain any site of antiquarian 
interest. The Mahasthan-Eihar road passes through it. 

SachiAni, Jath-PonaratikA and Daulatpur 

The north-east comer of Dhanmohaui is occupied by a bil. North of this 
bil, near the aoutheni boundary of Daulatpur village, Ijcgins the northern acetion 
of Bhimer JOfigal, which meeting the NAgar river lietween EhAsii-Bihar and 
Habdakligbi, runs northwards along its eastern bank. 

Between the jaiigul and the river lie the villages of Sachiani and Jsth- 
PonaratikA, which arc not known to contain any remarkable ruins. On the 
east side of the jungal is a long atrip of the village Duidatpur, of which another 
section lies north of Sikandrab&d. The 8ikandrAbad-Bihar road passes 
through SachiAni. 

SyAmpur 

Bast of Daulatpur is the small village of Syampur which contains a big old 
tank called ‘Do-satina Pukur,’ south-east of wliich stands a big mound called 
Yogiiu Dhrip, 
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Sikandrabad 

North of Syaiwpur, stretching from Sabdaldighi to Ghagarduar, is the village 
of Sikandrdb&d which contains several tanks and a walled mound called Prdchir 
and other mounds, called Kajir-hari, Suradlghit dhap etc. There is a road to 
it from Bihar, which is being extended eastwards to GhSgardnllr, \vith a 
branch going south to BSmanparg. 

Daulatpur, Hazril-bati and Sabdal-dighi 
To the north of Sikandrabad are the villages of Daidatpur (north section) 
and Hazra-bttti, both of which arc full of old tanka and mounds. A mound in 
1;hc former village is called Khojar dhSp, close to which is the Sahdal-dighi, a 
huge tank after which the village is named. 
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n. DISCUSSION. 

- Now let us discuss the literaTy and historical evidence bearing on Ifahasthan 
and the question of its identity vrith the ancient city of Paii^^ravarddhana. 

Mention of Paundravarddhana in Literature 
This name occurs in the ancient literature of North India as well as in several 
ancient inscriptions of Bengal. 

In the Jaina work Kalpa^utm (uirfc ViSvahosha, under 'PuijcJra-vard' 
dhaiift") GodOsa, a disciple of Bhadrabahu, the reputed spiritual guide of the 
Maury a Emperor Chandragupta, is said to have classified the Jainas of Eastern 
India into four classes, one of which was called Tavunt^Tavardilhanlyrt/ 

The name frequently occurs in Buddhist literature. In the story of 'Suma- 
gadhavadana’ in the Avaddn^-kalpalatd of Kshemendra {Uth century A.D., 
vide Sfihitya-Patishat edition, ch. 93) it is related how Buddha travelled from 
Jetavana to Paundravaiddhana'iiagaTa. In the story of 'KorikSrijiivadilna’ in 
the Divifaiiaddna (Ed, by Cowell and Neil, p. 21) Pau^dravarddhana is describ¬ 
ed as situated in the east. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang who during his stay m India from 039 to 
645 A.D. visited Panndravarddhana, has left a record of his observations on 
which Cunningham (J.S.R,, XV, p. 112) comments as follows 

‘He (Hiuen Tsang) simply notes that there were about twenty Buddhist 
monasteries containing some 3900 monks, who studied the Hinayana, or the 
lesser means of advancement, and about one hundred Brahmanical temples ; 
but the greater number of the heretics were Nirgrantkas w ho went about naked. 

‘In my description of the ruins I have already noticed the traces of the Brah- 
manical worship of Vishnu and Siva, and to these I may add a temple of Kirtlkeya, 
which Jayaplda is said to have visited on his arrival at Paundra^aTddhana. 
The pilgrim roentions no king, and. his silence on this point may lie taken as evi¬ 
dence that Varendra wa.s in this time one of the dependent provinces of the 
vast dominions of Harsh a Varddhana of Kanauj. The king of the neighbouring 
country of Kimarupa, or Assam, named Bhfiskara Varmma, is duly noticed, 
but as he was certainly tributary to ilarsha Varddhana, T conclude that the 
intervening province of Varendra had been annexed to the kingdom of Kanauj/ 
Begarding the last conclusion of Cunningham's, it may be mentioned here 
that from Hiuen Taang’s oivn observations (Beal’s life of Hiuen Tsang, p. I SB) 
and the Nidhanpur Copper-plates of Bhaskaravannan ( XII, p. 73, 
XIX, p. 115,) which arc purported to have been issued from Kama.suvarna, 


which Bliaskaravarmiiu Imd ssTested £rom it is more piobablo that 

‘Varendra’ was aauexed to the kingdom of Kamarupa at this time. 

Pauvdravarddhana is leferred to thus in a picture in a imnuacript of the 
Pala period now in the Cambridge University Ubmry : Pu^i^vardhune Trisara^- 
dvitlya ansh^MMni^ Foucher, ic^nogra-phU B’>uddhiq}t€ ae 
Paris ' 19a and PL III fig. 4 § The nama ojcutj in Sanskrit 

works, e.tf. the BeinhUgavat^, the Pad^m, MaUga, BraAmdn^ ami Mdrfcan^eya 
Pumnus and the JnmmTnava. Tantra. In the lexicon of Purushottama (llth 
century) (wide “Trikanda^sha/’ p- 9, AhhWma-sathgtaM, Nimaya-sagar 
Press), we have : Pmidr^t ^y«r-Forertdri Qauda tlmi is, the Ptindras 

are Vatendri and Gauda countries.’ The name occurs in the m^aiaranginl 
and the Bamacharitmi, both works of the llth century, which will be referred 

to again. 

Mention in Inscriptions 

In the Sa^igU copper-plates (dated B55 Saka year) of the Rfish^aku^a king 
Govinda Suvama-varsha, Pmindravarddhana-uagara is mentioned as the place 
from which the donee, Kefiava Dikshita is said to have come {Ind. Aid., XII, p. 
231 or 254), 

Naturally, it is in the inscriptions of Bengal that the name frequently occurs. 
The recently found Paharpur copperplate (478-79 A,D.) is purported to have 
been issued from Pundmvarddhana city itself, but elsewhere the term 
occurs as the name of a bhukii or province, which appears to have been a 
vast one. embracing the three present divisions of Rajshahi, Presidency and 
Dacca, and divided, so far as can be gathered from the Gupta, Pal a and Sena 
inscriptions] into at least five ‘mtutdulas or vhhugas, via.: 

(1) Vyaghratatl mandaU in the Khalimpur grant of Dhannmap5la, the 
Nalauda grant of DevapSla and the AiiuliS grant of Lakshmanasemi. 

(2) Kh^di mandala in the Barrackpurgrant of Vijayasena and the Sundarban 
grant of Lakshmanasena. 

(3) The Kotivarsha vUhaya in the Damodarpui grants of Kumaragupta I 
(443 A.D.), Budhagupta (533 A.D.) and a later Gupta king (343 A.D.) ajid 
the Bangarh grant of Mahipala, the Amgachi grant of Vigrahapala Ill and the 
Manahali grant of Madanapala. 

(4) Varcndrl in the Silimpiir stone uiscriptioii of PridiSsa, and the Jarpto- 
tllghi and Mudhsinagar grants of l4ikshnianasena; and 

(5) Vanga in the grants of Ke^vasena and Visvarupasena. ■ ’ ; 

i I ow^ tki« retflfiDec to Mr. NftnifiapaL : .. 
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Paundrav’a.rddhcina.-pura as Mahasthan 

The inscriptions giva no iudication of the exact spot in this wide area whore 
the capital city was situated. But literaty evidence points to its having been 
situated in Varendri, for instance, verse 1 of the ‘kavi-pra^aati* in the Ha^m- 
charitam of Sandhyakar Nandi (contempoTary of king Eutnarapfila, 11th century) 
says : 

Vasudhfi-Stro Varondii-niandala eliGdainanih kulasth^Lnam | 
Sr!Paupdt*avaTddhauapura*pTatil>addha-punyabiiuh hrihadbatub || 
that is, ‘Varendri is the foremost place of the earth and Pamidravarddhaua-para 
is its crest-jewel,’ Again, according to the of Kalhana (llth 

century), Paundravarddhana-pura was the residence of king Jayanta of Gauda 
w’hen Jayapida, king of Kaslmiii fin the 8th century), visite<l it. 

For some centuries after the eleventh, during which the place ceased to be 
the capital and was probably deserted, we hear no more of it till it emerges 
as a sacred place of the Hindus, with the name of Mabasthau. 

The authority for tliis revival as a sacred place are the following verses 
of the Kamtoy&'tniUtdtmyam (a w'ork probably not of a later date than the 
15th century, wJe Ap, 1):— 

(Verse HJ) In Koti-Silfi'dvipa, in Paundra .... 

(V. 17) Paraiurama, the son of BLyigu caused the land Ix^tw'eenthe temples 
of Skanda and Govinda to be reclamicd in a period of three days. It was wonder¬ 
ful, a golden creation. 

(V, 24) I bow my head to Sri-Paundravarddliana-puia, which is the foremost 
place on the earth, being sanctified by the water of the Karatoya and inhabited 
by one and a quarter lakh of Brahmins and Skanda, Vishnu, Balabhadra, Siva 
and other gods. 

(V. 53) A merit is multiplied a ioti' times at Paundranagara. Here the 
feeding of a single Brahmana yields the merit of the performance of all the sacri- 
fices- 

(\ * 57) The holy laud is five kos iu circuit,^ lu which again, a ciTciiit of one 
kos encloses the most secret- &poti+ where Bhilrgava resides- 

(Verses 68 and 59) Bania created this spot, which became the Mahasthana 
of the whole world, on account of its luneteeu specialities, via., (i) Bhaigava 
Jfuni resides there; (2) Guha (i.c. Kartikeya) imparts knowledge to animals j 
(3) it is full of dighis (?); (4) of gold ; (5) of sweet scent j (fl) Sticks grow bigger; 
(7) Imne turns into stone: (8) snakes do nf)t raise their hoods ; (9) the breath 
is equal in tlie two nostrils; (10) it has wonderful wells; (11) islands; (12) and 
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showers of gold; (13) groimd is elcvotctl; (J 4-) o bath in the Kamya kuiuU 
rejavcTuvtes tiien; (13) it is a place of enjoyment; (16) of yajila or worship ; 
(17) of waiulering ; (18) and of dancing, and (1&) here men's utteianees are 
as the Vedas. 

It was probably after this rehabilitation that the ancient name of Paun<ira- 
varddliaim-pura was entirely anpersedcd and the place came to l)e known as 
JlahSsthan, to be resorted to for a bath (in the Kaiatoya) by thousands of Hmdus 
when the Paiisha-Karayagi yoga occurs. 

It is significant that the authorship of this work—as well as of the reclamation 
of DIahasthan, is ascTibe<l to a Parasiirama, which, ia also the name of the Hindu 
king who, according to the current legend, was overthrown by the Muslim saint 
Shah Sultan. 

Muslim Occupation of Mahasthao 

The next vicissitude in the fortunes of Mahasthan, i’ia., the establislnuent 
there of Muslim preclomiimnce attended with the legend of Shah SultariL and 
Siladevi, appears to l>e an event of the second half of the seventeenth centviry, 
though all the Muslim coins found there relate to the Pa than rulers of the four¬ 
teenth and fifteenth centuries. This inference is drawn from the sanud of 1685, 
the record of the acquisition of the Selbarsa zamindari by a Muslim landlord, 
the version of the advent of 8huh Sultan in the Bengali ballad named Sultan 
Baikhi, the Inscription on the mosque nt Mahasthan, and the probable age of the 
Sanskrit inscriptions on the door-jambs of the shrine at Mahasthan. 

The sanad (Ap. II) tells us that at its date, vii. 1685 A.1)., Syed Muhammad 
Tahir with two others was in possession of the pirpal of Mahasthan, from some 
time liefore. It was also about this time (t.e. 1070 H. or 1664 A.l>.) that the 
great Sclbarsa zamindari in which Mahasthan is situated passed from a Hindu 
landlord, Dunichand Khatxi (whose headquarters w'cre at Kundgram, 3 miles 
south-west of Talora Railway Station) to a iluslim land-lord Syed Ahmad, one 
of whose wives Duni Syediii was the daughter of Syed Muhammad Tahir. On 
Syed Ahmad’s <leatli in 1700 AJ)., Muhammad Taldr’s son Abu Turab, who 
had meanwhile succeeded his fatlier iu the pirpa? of Mahasthan, was given the 
Taraf Bihar portion of the Selbarsa zamindari, throiigli the interventlou of his 
sister Duni Syedni. 

It was after this that the mosque was erected, for the inscription on it gives 
ita date as the seventh year of Famihh Siyar’s reign, that is A.D. 1718. 

Then we have the ballad of Sultan Baikhi or ‘the Saint from Balkh’, which 
is said to be a Bengali version of a Persian poem rendered by Abdul Alajid Khond- 
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kar aaci published by Gliijlaia >£aola from the Habibi press first in 1288 B.S. 
(1881 A.D,) aad again in 1303 B,S. It relat-es how Shah Sultan, who bore the 
curious title of Mahi-sawar or ‘rider of a fish,’ came from Baikh in Central Asia 
to the court of Nawab Shaista Khan at Hisya Sandvipa and from there to Mahas- 
thau for spreading Islaui, riding on a fish. It is further related that when (as 
noted before) his prayer-skin began to expand micaculously, the adrighted king 
of Hlahastfaan, Farasurama called to his aid the lliija of Biriit, KajS. Balaram of 
the Raja of Gokul, Raja Ramak^ishna, Manraja, and Rfimdayal 
GosvamT, but to no avail. 

Whatever may be said of the authenticity of these potentates, the ballad 
appears to give the correct date of the advent of Shah. Bultan at Mabasthan 
and the establishment there of Muslim predominance, for Shalsta Khan was 
Governor of Bengal from J664 to 1889 the period during which the sanad of 
1685 was issued anrl the fjelbarsa samiiLdari passed from a Hindu to a 
JIuslim landlord (1664), a])d prior to which is the probable date of the 
'Karasimhad^asya’ inscriptions on the door-jambs of the shrine. 

The Hi.sya Sandvipa mentioned above is probably the island of Sandvipa, 
south of Xoakhali, which Shaista Khan made the base of Im naval operations 
against the Magh pirates. 

Corrupt form of the Name 

The (frtiiod of 1685, which is preserved in the record room at Bogra, was pub¬ 
lished by Mr. Beveridge in 1878 (vide Appendix fJ). In it the words ‘astanab* 
and ‘lo/a’ are used indiscriminately to mean the shrine. The former suggested 
to Mr. Beveridge ‘the idea that Mahasthan may after all be a Muhammadan name 
meaning the ‘Great Astan.” He adds The Hindu imme perhaps was .'§iladwip.’ 
Siladvip was, and, according to the mmlra for the bath, even now is, the name 
of the sacred bathing place, though corrupted into 'SiludevT in common parlance. 
But ^noAosfAonalso is a Sanskrit word rt aHla-nudid^fidm sailaffafid/iah^m, in 
the Sarnath inscription of Mahip5la (Gauda-LeHcimm, p. 108) or 
Sa/gaon in the Kavi-^itkin C/midi, 1557A.D. (Indian Press edition, p, 123). 
It was applied to this place for its reputed nineteen specialities (Ap.’l, v. 69) 
Moreover, ‘maliS’ nowhere means ‘great’ in Persian, and in the itself 

as transcribed by Mr. Beveridge the name is clearly ‘3Iastangarh’ evidently » 
TOiTiipt tonn of th.e SftiBkrit ixanie. 

The idenUty of Mahasthan with Paundravarddhana-pura 

This identification is due to amningham, svhose chief authority is tlie Chinese 
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pilgrim Hiuen Tsaug's Trat'ei^ in wliicli Pauudravarddhana is referred to sls 
follows i .— 

^Going from this couutry {Kie-chu^hoh-Hi-h, i-e, Kajangala) eastward and 
crossing the Ganges after ahout 600 li, wc come to the kiisgdom of Pun-na-fa^ 
ta-na (PamsjiiLravaTddhflna). This country is about 4000 U in circuit-. Its capital 
is about 30 li (-o miles) round. The Panama fruit though plentiful b highly 
esteemed. To the west of the capitah 20 U or so, is the Po-shi-po Sanghaiflma. 
Not far from this is a stupa built by A^lcu on the site w'here Buddha had ex¬ 
plained his law to the Devas. By the side of thi.s again is a place where the 
four past Buddhas had walked for exercise and sat down. Not far from this is a 
Vihara ii\ which is a statue of Kwan-tox-tsai Botlhisattva. From this going 
east 900 U or bo crossing a great ^i^^^ we come to the country of Kia-ino-lu-po 
(Kamariipa)/ 

Curuiingliam identifies Kie-cku-hoh-khi~h with modem Kankjole, 16 miles 
south of Hajmahal and about the Hama distance south-west of the Ganges (4.5. ff., 
XV, pp. 37-33). About the other places he observes (ibid, p. UO), Tn my 
account of Bhasu Bihar, 4 miles to the west of Mahastliau,-1 mentioned that 
the Buddhist remains at that place correspotided both in description and position 
with those noted by Hiuen Tsang at the Po-ishi-po monastery, which was situated 
just 4 miles to the ivest of the capital city of PaundTa\"arddhana, This city the 
pilgrim places at 600 li. ox 100 miles t-o tlio east of the Gar^res, near Rajmahal, 
Now this description correspond.s exactly with the relative positions of Raj- 
mahal and Idahasthan. the latter being just 100 miles to the east of the former. 
The natives of the country are unanimous in their opinion that ^lalmsthaii was 
the ancient capital of Vareudra or Eastern Gauda.’ 

He adds (p. 111), ‘The earliest mention that I have found of the eity of Paundra- 
varddhana refers to the end of the eighth century .4..D,, when JayapidaRiljiLof 
Kashmir (.4,.D. 779 to 813) visited Gau<;la. At that time the king of Paundra- 
varddhana was named Jayanta, but there were no less than five other ‘Kings 
of Gauda’ whom Jayapida is said to have conquered. Now this is exactly the 
state of the country which is described by Taranath immediately preceding 
the establis hm ent of the Pala dynasty, Vassiliefb Tdrttmtfi, traiuilated by La 
Comme, p. 54, note,’ 

Mahasthan fits in with the position of KilmarQpa as noted by Hiuen Taang, 
the latter place being some 150 miles north-east acroas a great river, which 
may be cither the Karatoya or the Brahmaputra. Tt also fits in with the account 
of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar’s ill-fated expedition to Tibet in the Tahnqut-i-Nasir\. 
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The temple of Kartikcya, which JaySpuJa is said to have visited, may be 
identified with the Skaada mound, south-east ol Mahasfchaugaih (Cuaniagham, 
A,S,R., XV, p, 112), while the other monuments noticed by Hiiien Tsang, viz^, 
the Po-shi-po monastery, the stupa of Asoka on the site where Buddha preached, 
the monument on the site where the last four Buddhas took exercise and rested, 
and the temple of Avalokite^vara, may lie identified with one or other of the 
mounds at or mar Bhasu-Bihar (cf. Cunningham, XV, p. 103). 

Indeed, as a glance at the map will show, the ruins at and around ilahasthan 
are so numerous and significant and so much evidence of the antiquity and Lost 
prosperity of this area has come to light in the sliape of coins, images and literary 
references, that there can be little doubt that they mark the site ol ancient 
Paundfovarddhana-pura. The only notable site which contests this claim is 
Paudim near Gaur, of which the name was once taken to l>e an abbreviation 
of Paund*'^‘'’^iTddhana. But this claim is untenable, as the coins of Daiuija- * 
mardana-deva (Kans or Ganeta) and hts sou Mahendradeva (Jalaliiddin 
JIuhammad Shah,) found near Pandua show the mint-town as Pilndu- 
nagara, which has evidently l>oen abbreviated into Pandua (Bliattasali, 
independent SuUam of Bengal, p. 117). Further, from the Klialimpur 
grant of Dharmmap^la and the Anulia grant of Lakslimanasena, Pandua 
as well as Gaur seems to fall within the YySlghratatimandala; also very few 
antiquities of the pre-Hfuslim period end none whatsoever of the Gupta period 
liave come to light in this tract. 

It is therefore a welcome move of the Archseological Department to have 
commenced the exploration of Mshasthan, and though one season's operations 
have revealed nothing of a startling or definite character, enough has come to 
light to indicate that the exploration, if persevered in, is sure to unravel the 
mt-stery of the vast and numerous ruins of Mahasthan, and Uglit up a dark 
chapter of North Bengal history. 


pRADHAS Chandra Sen. 


APPENDIX I. 

The KaratoyEi-mahAtinyani 

This wuik which is said to be mcluded in a larger work the JJtUtm-Pixu^ra- 
khartiila, was first published bi 1298 B.S. (1891 A-D,) with a Bengali 
translation, by Pandit Rujachandra Nyayapaiichanan. It consists of two 
parts: verses J hi 60, Faundra-kifhelra-tHa/tdtmy<tm and ^'erses 61 to 83, 
Karatotfd-mVtatmi/am. The text is printed here from that edition. 

Verse 41 of this work is quoted in Sarviliu«wU*s Tikd sarmsva (1139 A, l>d 
in the tikd of sloka 32 in varivarga; verses 41 and 63, in the Smnti' 
chandrika o{ Devajiabhatta who is quoted by Hemfidii (13th century) j ^'e^se 
41, in the Vyakhynsudhd of Bhanuji Dikshit son of Ehattoji Dikehit; verse 63, in 
the jSiari/iro^na^^r of Vedacharya wlio quotes Bhavadeva and Jimutavahana 
and is quoted by Raghuuaiulana,§ V'erse 63 is quoted in the Tithi-civeka of 
Sulapani (fii'st quarter of the 1 5th century) ^ verses 30 and 37 in the 
Kritya'cJiintdmiiti of \''rtchaspati Midra of ^lilhila (second half of 15th century) 
and verses 33 and 63 in the Amilvasya-prakarana of the Tlthiiattva of 
Baghunaudana (first half of 16th century). 

^ TTTfFin' II ^qto^^nr^ i 

7\^: i : n ^ i 

%5T wfii?rT ?rfl ^ i ^ *n ^ ^ n i 

t*aT ^^1 

IWT ?Trei I ^ I 

ft i ft 'O i 

Vfl; I ^ 3WT ’IT^' cgi 1 C I 

^ffT ftam; I tifmn tuftranm' ii e. I 

^ ^rari 

9^' tj^w 11 iiror WTw ^raT?g«wtTfq B t s| 

I ^ wmq: 4\»1 1(11 

I g«r tl » 

I For the K^ovo ilifted nijtIiiiii 1 iiik iEidq t tid 1o Mr, iSubodh i'biibiira Btkiit^rjL M. A. of Dn^a 
UbiTctrity MuDuacript library u in jikm r|oii ttl n»anu*?npt-n ilie A^fTrurtryff-BfinAEfCpiiyviiJi luid tb^ <i<lb«r 

wijrtA referred tu. Ko copy of the Vttam-^*ait^4fa^f{hjria biu come to ligUt >et^ 
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7!7i: i iT9T?t^^?Tra m s i 

loll! 111! Uf! lolnTTfiinn; i ifint irirt ift: * t'i. > 

iirg^ I ifitiinTiTii * 

fiinJi' HU' 

i^iT liiftn ife: liiiiii I I t« I 

mm iniirit i i^fiisfaiT lit Tw%m 1 i 

1^1 ii(^ ^c^ifilm: I itii fiiiT 1^ i ic. i 

^ ifirat irrai it: mi^, i iW #nR^i » x* i 

tftlT'5 sflit iq: lllTl 111 3|lt I Tj^' f <^‘ i\t I 

iHT Ti*iii iTi»iiT I itnui fiRTii y|T i 

q wniqi t gituiq uiTiTi: I iT^in i l i 

^Tii iflii iTiiqnfiq! i 

^nirfii imnTifiiiqTti iinfk i x» i 

ITSTTlfl^ wm HT THTlIt I gsiwpt g ITIT tnitlT lTi;ll SHT II XU I 

11 ^fuT I gfiti iRTniTi' mqminii' II XX i 
IXlUnff flXT^tqtti^ it: t I 

m iTiwmTi iftirgmni 11!^« X'® \ 

qfTitiT imi4i ^ <nf% qf%qX i ^1 u X'** i 

1 ^ ^ fqifil ^ ) ifqiT IXiriTl fiqmt qiHirfaJlT I Xi. I 

I imuYiN i: iniT?^fninfr^; i»n*^ M* l 
ftramt Xu: ?BnT fiiTifiimii: \ THinn ixitim iw ii fi ini i \ 
g^ltTlSt XllFl I XnratlT'Hri WMT 11?[ q?mT¥^lTTt H XX I 

^ixitiTsi^ qni;ifi fiFi I nitniiTiT i*n i xx i 

ftHITltq' IRTUn H i 111 IllTl 1 1 ^ IT # H I 

iTTTiiet TTfiii I ftmltif UTiin 11 * xx i 

fi^ IT IT if| ili^m in: i ^fiiT^si ii XX ' 

irqii ijiigw ^ ingiT in: i iTTTtritlfl f^mi n x® i 

ITTTllri fflT giT HT^qf^irfllt I l^sfq fl^T itlT ITltMTlItllt II X^ I 
^TTinTi iwin unit iit i m i 

Rill I ^£. I 














27 


^ I fji^^atr; Rg;iRT?t ii »« i 

%»z% ^f?T ar? WFi ^ 5 n^?rT i ^^^R¥r ^r^i: n ut t 

l7^ g ^T ^ i C BrfT I ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

fm f^i It 9\ t 

in?n»fi wt’sw? i ^«Ttn*n^ i 

^ ^1 film ut? I nm: qm^’^fi st^: i «81 

%q^ 3 iT i ®Tf1% u 8?^ t 

qfT^al^ atiN ^ ^ «^'ft i 

’AH ^f^%qHTSff?n II 8^ I 

irffrar: afTarma ^r^nraf^ i ^qiq^ ma^r^STTOfi 11 8« t 

qiTurat aTq^* 5 T^ 9 ^ * ' 

qr^%rNfa% ^ «?T \ faM ^Tw^Tn^ 11 «£. 1 

qrT^urqfaSJ ^ aa i «WTwa irmrcWfiHT^ 11 i,* 1 

qntatirnT^ 3^' qTa*i 1 a^^j^wi^JTTasg meat fq^^' 11 xx \ 

ta^^siTcrmru; 1 » u 1 

fq^; ^l^irt qhl^fefprf at?^ I faqqfHt^^ « 4 y^i 5 ^ 1 KU 

utr^^^rar ^m^sn^nfiRsitf^fit; 1 aa a 11 8 «1 

qrxif tma^ ^ a faa^ aRaPer 11 nicmaal^ ^na ana: » nt 1 

gm aroa^ 1 ?TaRWaflTa»^ art awtaat «^?i 11 1 

qaflftafa? aa aaan<^ t <R[*a^rr*taa ?^ 3 ifli« 1 

afan^ati %a aai^ u 1 

qsh ala araafa 1^ afea^waf^Ift; faaif®: 1 ^ 3^3 

a niafa l^t flq; qfaqfqa‘»i ttasaas^^mft 11 i 

qtar ijfawqfa aaa: anaa; anaiii^ ^ »w 5 a 2 aaa ^^m' fir » 

3 jjf‘ ^Tirt ^aaft aa ?faaT^afiiaiaiait^ a^Qaaat ^aT^iwiaaac^ 1 1 

qnar^ aa faafia aTqftqq ’^qifqatar ail aw aftiaaitj^ifia aas^ tnalfa 
aiaiarii 1 %aw^^WR^sfq firaTt ^na aai<a 3 ^?ji a^ qa qa 

aarft3^?ifi5' V^- m a; M’' 

i awmifw’aw qi«@aa*ii^Taci 11 , 

^ A 4 
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I 

If#' I ^Tf^rerra ^ ^4w^iq^ Mt i 

WT qi ^ fqihn i ftrm it^i: ^rjmr qrrfsi^ ii i 

qfT^ I qtT^ (TT^ qT(l ?T qfft^ I 

*P^qn%*r % ^rranx usm n i 

5T qnf«?itfqii^ 5!ftsf€ 

^ qj qg mfi rqwt 5m« i <» i 

^rrmf^' qrnrar tP^t w wqrPr? ?TTTqn1t: ii i 

vr^?Hw f^Paa^i h^t t ^twWirafr n i 

gsnrSq imgPi: i ^f^ranirr qrfwRr m^^\ ^g- f%g; ii i 

q^gM: qffrg^ w^: i ^5^ ?? qft% irn^ grTwlguHli-di n \ 

frris^ ?m€t fat: ^^r^iT^^arPai; \ k^=it f^: n ft i 

gs^gT^ft^xqrfrwra’ii i uiH^MQrmqs^' Tf^t^ i 'o* i 

^ren^T ^fT^Etf: ^R «%?(i gn^ nsrr qRTft^ ^ ii '®! i 

»?TT5^ jnPm i FrarasHin^ i 'Of i 

gtani^^nr^^nr i ^ ^ ^%giT i i 

mi^, mwsimiwTTi wg^Pr ^ i -gfr^ gr i^gm ^ifft h 

^?rer wr?T?Rn^ ^mfgi ^qt^fg I I 

^Twrgfpwrsnf^? *t i Pcgig (n^^t*i'g'M4i4igf}gr^^ ii i 

HT’ffwtg^^^rrfq gn^* li^Pw ^ g^r: i m^Ni<if4xlN^ iira ^iiRi: ii -sf i 

gr?^gTgr% m*Tram: Wf^ ^ j Jw^giiTgtttfg fggcniiT^ fggsg ^ » >a« i 
^reRgTfq grt^rr^ ^ wt^ » grorf^T qftgfgr 4Tg:P(! ^ ii t 

gjag 5l'^*i*i^ ^ggrgfgfgo^TTTgr^ gg gTT'it i g"Bg IggyfHgTii ggpg^ 

g^ gng ^x^^Twfeft : i 'St i 

aiHU^g^ ^irerq^T w i fg'fjm^jrgr 5^ 'g » t* 1 

gn^ ^rftp^ g^WFng fggsiwt 1 ^•n\ gwji %?rgg> J^grM H=wgT t ^n 
fggrqT^ fgqr*n^ Igcn twt i ^gr gm fgTO^jrl^ it 1 

T^iT a*i*w: fira 1 ^rrel irgi g ^gpgPr it c|f 

ui'is?^ qfkaw wggl^Pi: 1 gmf^gr 1 'SB i 

grigtgT*iTTfl^iTmjFT g; q^r^f^: 1 f?re%g^gr^^' gr ^ijjgi^grfq' sst gg;; 1 
71 «T ggi^ ^jin 1 nig gifgu^ giT*T ^^ggtfggrrg 11 c^ 1 

fTg'flgutgs^w ^^wJVggiiigT^ qr^mfgrf^ grTiflgigreigrr ^g!?f u 


























APPENDIX H. 

yf- S, R |S?S|, 1* 92) 


The Sanad of Mahasthangarh of 1096 H. or 1685 A.D. 

i3^*sv^ 

j»K*. jU™*? j ■*•■“> JiLifji jV.w 

y ^jU J ... ^*kU til**l 

Xj V '4“ ) >**■* y li*** ^*fi 

jyla^j* j *L*.i]j *jji.'* Liyj ^lilk Ij *1 jju j^oi* 

^ ,L \yj o)L>«lj 3 4 i»iiB>» iitl-iT jW j jia *J4«j ijjj gj *' iiij*S^ I3 i^'*f*f Ij 

j!*li| «l-y f-ejj *>y' '-j.-» ) ijV'i'-* ) ^•>*jlj 

^.U*^ * ^^4. r* *i- J;*l V /Ij^ ‘ **"|J u/ijS ^!j . oLSk 


|flL__fti %^4lr . 4 Jb‘ 


1*^1 1^ 


iUjLj 

^aa/ 


Trtinstnfion, 


It has been ordered that the Mutasaddis of all present and future niatteTs of 
government, and the Chandhuris and Kaniingos of Pargana Silbaris in Sirkar 
Ba^iuha should bear in mind that, inasmvich as it has come to the knowledge 
of government that according to the/artnoTi^ and se^mdst granted by foniier 

rulers, the service of the sacred shrine of the king of saints, Hazrat..__... 

ft-nd income of Mastangarh and the land comprised within the bend of the river, 
in the said Pargana, have l>een settled on Sayyid Muhammad Tahir and on Sayyid 
Abdur-rahman and on flayyid Muhammad Raza and on their children, without 
anyone else being a partner, it is necessary that the alx>ve-mentioned persons 
should be looke<l upon as the servitors of the illuminated shrine, and that they 
should be left in possession of >fastangaTh and of the above deaeribefl lands, so 
that the lands may go down to their heirs; that they may perform the vows 
and prayers as usual at this holy shrine; that they may apply the income to 
defraving the expenditure of the religious hoiiae, on tTavellera, and on themselves 



30 


foT theiT own livelihood, ao that they may octnpy themaelvea with loyal prayera 
for the continuance of the pieaent government, Kvery care is to l>e taken in 
this matter. 

Written on the 7th Juiua<Ia f, of the 30th year of the present reignj corres¬ 
ponding to the year oi the ilijra t090. 

{Feigned) Miuaffar Jang Bahadur, fosteT-brothor {kaki^iash) of Alamgir 
Padshah-i-Ghasi. 

Note, 

It is impossible to reconcile the particulars given in the joimh? copy with 
historical facts. First, the nan^e shoxild ]>e Muzaffar Hmaiii not .Muzaffar Jang. 
It i& possible that the copjiet irastook for . Secondly, Muzaffar 

Husain K^Jkultash (also called Fidai Khan A‘zam Kokah, kokah being the 
same as ioMtoifA) was gove{mor of Bengal from the middle of 1088 A.H., (A.D. 
1677) r.e. the 20 th year of Alamgir, to the 9th (or 12th) Rabi IT, 1089 (i,e. the 
21 st year of Alamgir), when ho died at Dhaka, 

But the 7th Jamada I, 1096 (1686 A,D.) falls m the 28th year of Alauigir^ 
whose 30th year commences with the Ist Ramazan 1097 (A.B, 1685 ). 

The name of the saint is wTitten at the top insteafl of in its proper place in the 
body of the deed, in order to do him honour. This is in accordance with Hindu 
customs, as may be seen in samds for lands dedicated to an idol. 


APPENDIX 111. 

Inscription on the Mosque at Mahasthan of ZI30 H. or 1718 A,D. 


•-Ul 

AAJJ ^yj0^ jJJ &Jj 

I-J ‘r'tj-^ J J 

r *—^ j—** 3 /—*? 

1^ f jA i]^ j 

ijli. 

^ j—^‘* wi’ > 

i t ^ i W^ mJ 

*■ ! j 337 '"? 

Z'nni^^ioit. 

Ill the name of -Ciod, the t'ornpasebitate and tlie (^mpa^ionating. There 
is no deity but God and Muhammad is the messenger of God, 

The lamp, the mosque, the arch and the pulpit (of the faith arc) Abu Bahr, 
Umar, Usman and Haidar (i,e, AU), Khodfidil (pious-hearted) built a mosque 
• as an act' of piety. What a beautiful and pleasant house of prayer did he build ! 
When I sought its date, Wisdom said *^Vheti did anyone adorn a better place of 
worship than this 1’ {ue. 1130 H,). In the seventh year of the reign of iShah 
Farrukh'(^)iyar} on the day of Id, was its completiou well made. 


APPENDIX IV. 

Coins and Inscription of Mahmud Shah I. 

{U. S4<t to tiSi; A D. l44atol4SS^ 

(Bloohouim, J, A, S. S- 1^7;;, p. 

The chronology of the reign of this king, which was hitherto one of the obs¬ 
curest portions of Bengal History, has been farther cleared up by a small but 
important frowi'Oi/fe of eight silver coins struck by him. The coins ivere found 
by Major W. W. Hume at Mahasthan {Mostau) Garh, seven miles uoith of Bogra : 
four of them were sent to the Hociety by Mr. C. J. O'Donnell, C.S., w'ho in the 
last number of the JouTiial gave a description of the place, and the other four 
were received from Mr. E. Vesey Westmaoott, C.S. The eight coins have been 
figiued on PI. Xf, Nos. *2 to 9. Five of them have years, so that the ascertained 
dates of Mahmud Shah’s reign are now—84d, 84*, 852, 858, 859, 861, 862, 863, 
28th Zil Hajjah 863. 

Nos. 2, 3, and 9 of the coins are very rude specimens of oi^avLug ] and if 
the last had not been found together with the others, I would be inclined to 
attribute it to Mahmud Shah If , as the kantfah looks more like 'Abul Muj ahid' 
than like ‘Abul Muzaffar/ All the coins bear numerous shroBf marks,§ 

1. Vide PI. Xf, No, 2- New variety. Silver. A.H. 84* No miut-town.. 
W eight, 164-97 grabs. 

Obverse »:! 

Margin ai * * ^.. 

Keverse— yila*Ji ^>1 ^^Ldl ^ 

The legend is the same as on Col, Hyde's uiiique Mahmud Shah of'846, pub¬ 
lished by me in1874, p. 295. 

2. Fide PI. XI, No. 3, Obverse as reverse of No, 1 ] Reverse illegible, pro¬ 
bably the same as in Nob. 5, 7, 8, 9, weight, 16,5.65 grains. 

3. Fide PI. XI, No. 4, A.11. 852. Weight, 164,41 grains. 

Obverse—^as in No. 3 

} The ob^Ett of ibew merlu, vblehjiTe ^Mnn^ub early Bengal loitii. w»i tn depieclete tbs cgini, 

i^l COmmrrLHD the Coiiiitr^v Irii tftrtieij an in h HO eo|?|}«r mmk isaaed; And it «ailoel tli« 

linker* and mpnfJ-ohimuj-iE whtn folni bemrinl the new yw wnlt iuued, Arbitrarily to drubirfr that tliA 

ol the yi!A7, And tti«e of All preiriQDtynti. CLO luniser titf/dAr fJ5Qni tJlO ArM^ AmUp 

aU} P,e., All-tlAviilft, of full TATat- Hem-O ili«v dialigurf^Ulw C^rins^ to gnjal Iqbs of llio iiubljB, bi^ iiUAll 
oireular utAropuE f*r lorijdludiiiBl nott beA titflt it if A woiiriw: \hmi eo many ntiim havA cobio down lo ya with 
ak«TdAl«r t'uiiia ut fonwr yeaiAp or cainf! tbiW tnatktd by abrofffi ( orten cftljcd pi, y| 

mnakf a Fide atio MuabiiiAXi £dithiii>K Ut lOCNi. 
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Marguir— Aof .. v;-* 

Rcveiae—■ iiUai- j *^t ‘*1^' 

4. Vide PI. Xt, Xo. 5. AVeight, 164.49 grams, A,H. 858. Struck at 
ilahmudabad. 

ObvoTse—As m No. 3. 

Reverse—* i>';1 aoa 

5. Vide PI. XT. No. 6. Weiglit, 105.68 gtains. Mahnuulabad 1 
The legend of both faces as on Col. Hyde’s coin. 

6. Vide PI. XI. No. 7. Weight, 166.2 grains. A.H. 862. The obverse 
contains the lozenge and square, and the empty spaces of the corners are filled 
with little crosses, as on Cob Hyde’s coin. The reverse contains nine scollops 
along the margin. 

Obverse and reverse as in coin No. 5, but no mint toiiVn. 

7. Vide PI. XI, No. 8. Weight. 164.28 grains. A.H. 862. The obverse 
aj^d reverse liave each ten scollops along the margin. Tjcgend as in coin No. 5. 

The year is espressedly kj* 

8. Vide PI Xl, No. 9. Weight 164.77 grains. r.^gend as in preceding, 
but no year. 

The Mint town of Jlahmudabad on coin No. 6 is new. If it doe.s not refer 
to some place within the extensive walls of Gaur, it may have reference to Sirkar 
Mahinudabad (Western Faridput and Northern Nadiya). 

General Cimningham has .sent me a rubbing of the following inscription 
belonging to Mahmud’s reign. The rubbing is taken from inside the Kotwali 
Gate in Gaur, and refers in all probability to the bridge of five arches near it. 

jyUJt fli ij.* 

The building of this bridge (took place) in the time of the just king, Nasir- 
uddunya waddin Abul Muzaflar Mahmud Shah, the king. On the 5th day 
of Satar (may God allow the month to ciul with success and victory!) 86-2 
[23rd December, 1457.] 

The inscription measures ft. by 13 in. The usual phrase 'May God per¬ 
petuate his rule and kingdom’! is left out. 

This is the missing inscTiption No 37, alluded to on p. 19, Proceedings 

.1, j§. B.. Janunry, 1873. 
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Mahaathan and its Environs. 



i . Southern part of East rampart, and tank of Inscription ( p. 3 fit p. 8 ) 












MaKadthan und its Environs 



Man^fal-nather Dhap in Teghar ( p* 14 ) 
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Maheisthan and its Environs 



Mahasthan Sanskrit Inscription ( p. 8) 
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PJeaAe help us to keep the book 
clean and moving. 




